SOME   IBISH   MEMBERS

John Dillon has absolutely given himself up to the
service of Ireland. He is far indeed from being a rich
man, but he is able to do without any attempt at work-
ing for a living, and I have no doubt he spends a good
deal of money in trying to help evicted tenants, and in
other ways to succour distressed Irish people.

Mr. Dillon is a very well read man, but he never talks
of his reading unless you directly draw him out on the
subject.    He has also been a great traveller, but he
never talks of his travels unless you ask him for infor-
mation about some far-off region with which he is per-
sonally acquainted.    He knows the United States from
east to west, and from north to south.    He lived for a
considerable time on a ranche in Colorado.   He is well
acquainted with Canada, and has a thorough knowledge
of the Australian colonies.    He has been in the island
where Robert Louis Stevenson lived and died.    He has
a keen and retentive memory, and can tell you how to
go from this part to that part of New Zealand or
Queensland as readily and accurately as if he were a
Murray's guide-book.    Of course he is familiar with all
the ordinary regions of travel in Europe and Egypt and
the nearer East generally.     As to his reading, it is
very varied both in science and in literature.   His taste
inclines him to admire the greatest in every style,
whatever the form may be.   He is an enthusiast about
Goethe and an enthusiast about Bums.    He finds great
delight in the frequent reading of Herodotus.   I have
a great affection for Herodotus myself, and it has hap-
pened more than once that when Dillon and I were sit-
ting deep in converse in the smoking-room of the House
of Commons some English member has come up and
said good-humouredly: 'Now I am sure you two fellows
are plotting something terrible against the Government/
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